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it in his Esmeraldo. He describes 'the country of Axem [Axim]'
-west of Cape Three Points, and east of the cape 'the region of
Anda [Ahanta]', 'a town called Samaa [Samma in the kingdom
of Yabi] of some 500 inhabitants', 'the village of Torto [Little
Commenda]*, Cabo Cor?o [Queen Anne Point], 'Sabuu o
pequeno [Little Saboe]', 'Fante o grande and Fante pequeno
[Great Fanti and Little Fanti, villages on the coast of the king-
dom of Fanti]', and Cabo das Redes [Fetta Point]. He admits
that he did not know much about the country east of Fetta
Point, for his countrymen had not traded with the negroes of
this region, which he calls Mumu1. These references show that
in his day the Portuguese were very familiar with the coast be-
tween Axim and Fetta Point. It may be supposed that the
details in the Esmeraldo did not by any m.eans represent the full
extent of their knowledge, for Pacheco's work was not a gazetteer
of all the known places on the Guinea coast, but a manual of
navigation, containing only those distinguishing features of the
coastline which would enable the mariner to determine his
position. Omissions from his book included, for example, any
direct reference to the kingdoms of Commenda and Fetu. But
he must have known these two countries, because only a year or
two before he completed the Esmeraldo^ his countrymen were
engaged in negotiations with the rulers of these two kingdoms.
One of the records, printed below, shows that in 1503 the gov-
ernor of Sao Jorge da Mina was engaged in friendly discussions
with the kings of Acomane [Commenda], Afuto [Fetu], and
Aupya [Yabi?] (doc. 16). That the Comani people lived west of
the castle in the sixteenth century is established by the fact that
Pacheco locates the village of Torto, afterwards known as Little
Commenda, between Samma and Sao Jorge2. That the Fetu
people inhabited the coast to the east of the castle may be
deduced from the fact that Englishmen, trading at Mina during
the years 1553-4, approached a town called Futta [Fetu], or
Don John's town, which was situated near Cape Corea [Queen
1 EsmeraldOy bk. 2, chs. 4 and 6.
2 Confirmation of this is provided by a map of 1558 [B.M., Add. MS. 5415,
A?), which locates the Aldea do To90 [Village of Torto or Little Commenda]
between C. Tres Pontas [Cape Three Points] and O Castello [Sa*o Jorge da
Mina].